Virginia K. Laird (nee Alverson)
March 21, 2021

LAIRD, VIRGINIA K., (NEE ALVERSON) - 74 of Port Republic, passed away at home on
March 21, 2021, surrounded by loved ones, after courageously battling Parkinson’s
disease for 27 years.
Ginni was born and raised in Middletown, NJ. She went on to earn her B.A. in Education
from Trenton State College in 1968, as well as her M.A. from Mary Grove College. While
at Trenton State, she was a proud Theta Phi sister and met her loving husband of 52
years, Frank.
Ginni and Frank married shortly after college and moved to Long Beach Island, where
they started a family and enjoyed being a part of the island community. A few years later,
they bought land in Port Republic and built their forever home. Ginni loved Port Republic
and felt lucky to live in such a beautiful town steeped in history. She was on the Planning
and Zoning boards, as well as numerous other committees in town. Ginni was an
outstanding educator. She taught at several institutions over her 20-year career; Taylor
Business Institute, Greenbank Elementary School, and Galloway Twp. Middle School. She
received the award for Educator of the Year in Galloway Twp. She as an active member of
the Alpha Delta Kappa Educational Sorority.
An amazing listener, Ginni always went above and beyond to help those in need. She was
a lifelong proponent of equality and tolerance. As a die-hard Philadelphia Phillies and
Eagles fan, she felt it was important to watch as many games as possible--because her
teams needed her!
Ginni was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother, and a true friend to anyone that knew
her. She loved reading and sharing perspectives with her book club, spent countless
hours in her garden, traveled extensively with Frank and her family, adored celebrating the
holidays, and made sure that everyone she knew felt special on their birthdays. GG, as
she was known to her grandchildren, could always be found at her children’s and later her
grandchildren’s sporting events, concerts, and activities. She was their number one fan.

She was often fashionably late, but this was due to the fact that she felt it was important to
make the right “fashion statement.”
GG will be dearly missed, but her grace, dignity, and fierce determination in the face of
adversity will be a legacy that lives on and inspires all that were blessed enough to know
her. She taught us all how to truly make every day count. She is predeceased by her
parents James and Evelyn Alverson.
Ginni will be forever cherished by her husband, Frank Laird; her children, Shannon (Barry)
Goff and Sean (Lynne) Laird; her brother, James (Gail) Alverson; her four grandchildren,
Olivia, Savannah, Matthew, and Gianna; as well as numerous dear friends and extended
family members.
The family would also like to express their gratitude for her extraordinary caregivers, Bea
and Vivian. A celebration of life will be held to honor Virginia at a later date.
At the request of her family, in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Michael J.
Fox Foundation, https://tribute.michaeljfox.org/tribute-page.php?id=1917&np=true.
Arrangements entrusted to and condolences may be sent to the family at wimbergfuneralh
ome.com

Comments

“

One of my great teachers. Sad to know you are gone.

Shawn Van Daley - April 17 at 03:05 PM

“

The first time we met Ginni was years ago when our daughter threw a surprise
Birthday Celebration for her future husband, Ginni’s son Sean.
From the start, we have benefited from knowing such a kind, gentle and caring
woman.
If you gave her a gift no matter how small or offered a kind gesture, she always sent
a beautiful thank you note. They were always perfectly written. We still have them in
a scrapbook.
As co-grandparents, we enjoyed cheering our grandchildren on at various sporting
events.
We will miss this very special person, but she will always be in our thoughts and
prayers.
Joe and Marlene

Joe and Marlene Musiano - April 03 at 07:05 PM

“

Dear Frank, I am saddened to hear of the passing of your wife Virginia. I know you
were her main support through her debilitating illness and sure of how much she
must have appreciated it. We send our heartfelt sympathy to you and your family.
Stay well my friend and call anytime. Claude and Donna Delaverdac

Claude L Delaverdac - April 01 at 01:30 PM

“

Our sincerest condolences to the entire family. Ginni was a kind and loving person
and a treasure to work with at the Green Bank Elementary School. May she rest in
peace.
Beverly and Doug Cowperthwaite and Family

Beverly A. Cowperthwaite - April 01 at 11:31 AM

“

Mr. Laird, Shannon and Sean, I'm sending all of you my love. Mrs Laird (and she will
always be MRS. to me because I knew her as that little girl, spending afternoons at
your house!) was one of a kind special. Take good care of each other. I know you
will.

Beth DeVos - March 30 at 08:05 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to the entire Laird family. I had the privilege of working
with Ginny when she was a teacher in Galloway and I was a teacher/supervisor at
Absegami. What an outstanding professional she was. I also had the privilege of
knowing her wonderful children at Absegami. God rest her soul.
Daniel N. Walters

Daniel N. Walters - March 29 at 02:41 PM

“

It was an honor to help Ginni back in 2018 as a Visiting Angel. Always pleasant,
always determined, always a pleasure to be around. Heartfelt condolences to Frank
and family. May she rest in God's peace, mercy and love. Sincerely, Maureen
Parsons

maureen a. parsons - March 28 at 07:06 PM

“

So many fond memories of this precious woman. Not only did she teach my children
we were colleagues. She was such a gentle, kind woman and I loved being near her.
My prayers are with her family!

Elaine Santo - March 28 at 05:08 PM

“

We met Ginni many years ago when she taught my son, David, at Green Bank
School. She was only there for one, or perhaps two years. David and I both agree
she was a good teacher and a kind person. She was one of his favorites. He called
to say he had read in the paper that Mrs. Laird had entered eternal life. After all
these years, we remember her well and with fondness. That says something for the
person she was. She was a gentle soul. We are sorry for the loss of your wife,
mother and grandmother. There is no doubt she will be missed by all who knew and
loved her. Patricia Bartling and David Bartling

patricia bartling - March 27 at 06:05 PM

“

Ginni was a class act with an sophisticated sense of humor that was smart, sassy,
and surprising all wrapped up together in one fun package. You had to pay attention
or you might miss two or three quips that would leave you wondering if she really
knew what she was saying (She always did. If you looked closely, you’d catch a
fleeting twinkle that would melt your heart and put a smile on your face) She moved
her students to strive for a sense of excellence more than any other educator I’ve
ever known. That’s because she set the same bar for herself, and her unique
authenticity always shined through. Students, colleagues and those lucky enough to
call her a friend experienced it every time she entered a room. If heaven welcomes
newbies on the amount of love they gave during this lifetime, Ginni will be in the top
tier. I hope they’ll let me visit her there when it’s my turn to leave this world. I loved
Ginni. She made it impossible not to.

Janice Malone - March 27 at 04:28 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to Frank and family. Ginny was a beautiful soul, with a
great smile and kind spirit. May your memories bring you comfort. She is now
reunited with the "Alverson clan" in heaven; watch over us and send us pennies and
feathers from above. Rest in peace, Virginia.

Maggie (Ritter) Trevett - March 27 at 09:18 AM

“

Mrs. Laird was my 8th grade English teacher at GTMS, she was my favorite teacher
and I always enjoyed her class. She cared so much for her students and I will always
remember the Anne Frank chapter she taught us. She gave me a 100 on my unit
essay test and wrote, “Wow! Excellent, a great example of using your knowledge to
explain you view!” It was one of my proudest moments as a 13 year old, so proud
that I held on to that exam to this day because her words and praise meant so much
to me. I was very lucky to cross paths with her again a couple of years ago and she
was just as nice and caring as I remembered her. I will forever cherish my memories
with Mrs. Laird and will keep her family in my thoughts and prayers.

P.T. - March 26 at 07:14 PM

“

When I met Mrs. Laird (GG), I stopped wondering how Shannon always had a
beautiful smile on her face! What a delightful person to have known and shared
some fun moments when the kids were young! Always smiling and lighting up the
space. Prayers and beautiful thoughts for all the family with this loss, Love, Gina,
Franck, Harrison and Isabella Freon

Gina Freon - March 26 at 02:28 PM

“

Ginny was a good friend to all with a knowing smile and the warmest hugs you’ll ever
receive. A true lover of people, she had the rare qualities of non-judgement and
sincere acceptance and love. But she certainly was no weakling, despite her
fashionable slight frame!! As her trainer, I had the privilege of experiencing her ‘never
give up’ attitude that continues to inspire and challenge me til this day
She
LOVED boxing, and she was the hardest-working client I had. Never wanting a pass
due to her affliction, she always found a way to gain any training concept, and many
times, far exceed my expectations... and did I mention she would jog in-between
machines or sets????
Added to that, she had a FANTASTIC sense of humor!!! Many times, her dry wit
would have me in a fit of laughter during our times together, always with that knowing
look..
it’s not easy when a light like this burns out prematurely, but instead of grieving for
the loss, I’ll be forever grateful for the ultimate example of grace, kindness and
strength I found in my friend, Ginny. My heart is with her family, I am so very sorry for
your profound loss .

Karen Vance Cooper - March 26 at 12:10 PM

“

Ginny was a wonderful employee who personified grace, intelligence and a
distinctive sense of humor. As a middle school teacher she established the love of
reading as a primary goal. She was loved and respected by all who knew her and will
be deeply missed. My condolences to Frank and the beautiful family she leaves
behind. May she rest in peace. Jerry Toscano

gerald toscano - March 26 at 12:08 PM

“

Frank, Shannon and Sean:
John and I would like to offer our sympathies to all of you on the death of Ginni. We
will always remember her as a lady of grace with a quick wit. Last time I saw her she
was at the Tilton Gym, sharing with me how these simple exercises kept her going.
She fought like a warrior. She will always be in your hearts.
Joetta and John Surace

Joetta Surace - March 26 at 11:30 AM

“

To Frank and Family,
We are so sorry to hear of Ginny's passing. She was a very gracious lady and a
wonderful teacher. Ginny always had a smile on her face and was a pleasure to be
around. She had a quick wit and loved to laugh.
Kathy and Russ Heaton

RUSSELL HEATON - March 26 at 08:26 AM

“

My sincere condolences.

Mary Lynn Doernbach - March 26 at 06:01 AM

