Richard P Luttrell
May 11, 2029 - November 23, 2017

Mr. Richard Palmer (Dick) Luttrell, age 88, died on Thursday, November 23, 2017, at the
hospital in Galloway Township, NJ. Best known as ‘Coach,’ Dick was born on May 11,
1929, in Ridley Park, PA, to James Luttrell and Dorothy Palmer. He graduated from
Interboro High School in Prospect Park, Pennsylvania, where Dick was a standout fullback
on the football team. Dick then contracted polio, but overcame the disease and later
returned to the gridiron, where he played center. Dick is a member of the Interboro High
School Athletic Hall of Fame. Dick continued his education at East Stroudsburg University
in Pennsylvania, where he graduated with a degree in Health and Physical Education and
played center on the football team. He went on to complete his Master’s degree in Athletic
Administration from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA.
Dick became a physical education teacher in Middle Township, NJ, where he also
coached football. In 1955, he married Phyllis Brinkley of Suffolk, VA, a fellow educator who
taught Home Economics. Dick and Phyllis had three daughters. Karen was born in 1956,
and passed from leukemia in 1959. Linda was born in 1959, and Lori in 1963. The
Luttrell’s settled in Willingboro, NJ, where they lived until moving to Medford, NJ, in 1977.
Later, Dick joined the faculty at John F. Kennedy High School in Willingboro. In 1960, he
became the first football coach at the school. After the Gryphons went 0-7-1 in his first
year, Dick guided his team to one of the most successful ten-year stretches in the history
of New Jersey high school football. Over his last six years at the helm, Dick led the
Gryphons to 48 wins against only four losses and two ties. His 1967 team was recognized
by The Burlington County Times as the county’s best ever.
In 1978, Dick was elected into the New Jersey Scholastic Coaches Association Hall of
Fame. Many of Dick’s former players recall that his tutelage resonated beyond the football
field. During a period of heightened racial tension, Dick instilled in his players a
responsibility to treat all people, regardless of creed or color, with equal honor and
respect. On school days, he would patrol the lunch room to make sure his players found
their way to their next class. Dick was a living example of one of his favorite sayings: “A
winner never quits and a quitter never wins.” In 1971, Dick relinquished his coaching and

teaching duties to become athletic director at John F. Kennedy High School. Three years
later the town opened a second high school, Willingboro High School, and Dick served as
athletic director for both schools until his retirement in 1989. As athletic director, Dick saw
no task as too small; for many years he operated the scoreboard at home basketball
games and wrestling matches. In 1983, Dick was honored as Director of Athletics for the
Year. He later served for two years as President of the Director of Athletics Association of
New Jersey. In 2010, Dick was inducted into the Directors of Athletics Association of New
Jersey Hall of Fame.
In 1997, Dick married Dianne Sommeling of Cherry Hill, NJ, and they settled in Little Egg
Harbor Township, New Jersey. After his retirement from education in 1989, Dick pursued
his lifelong interest in Native American culture. He and Dianne traveled often to the
southwest, where they built a vast network of friends in Native American tribes. Eager to
share his love of Native American arts and crafts, Dick opened a retail store, Santa Fe
East, first in the Moorestown Mall, then later in the Echelon Mall and in the shops at
Rancocas Woods, all in southern New Jersey. Several times a year, Dick and Dianne
traveled to the U.S. southwest to source art, artifacts, jewelry, pottery, traditional Indian
weaponry, sculpture, carvings, and wall hangings. They acquired a second home in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, where they lived near many tribes of American Indians.
Dick is survived by his wife, Dianne Luttrell, of Little Egg Harbor Township and
Albuquerque, New Mexico; his former wife, Phyllis Luttrell, of Medford, NJ; daughter,
Linda Hayden and her husband, Roger Hayden of Dover, NH; daughter, Lori Roessler and
her husband, Phil Roessler, of Camarillo, CA; two grandsons, Ryan Hayden, Orono, ME
and Sean Hayden, Durham, NH; relatives, Thomas Hulse and Lisa Hulse and their
children, Erin, Emily and Tommy; relatives David Hulse and Candace Hulse and their
children, Haley, May, and DJ; Dianne Luttrell’s sister, Sheri Phillips; and many family and
friends around the world.
A Memorial Service to celebrate Dick’s life will be held at Willingboro High School
auditorium, in Willingboro, NJ, at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 16, 2017. Donations in
memory of Dick can be made to a charity of your choice. The family requests that flowers
not be sent to the service.

Comments

“

Just a reminder that the family does not request flowers. Donations can be made to a
charity of your choice. Many thanks.

Linda Luttrell Hayden - December 12, 2017 at 10:42 AM

