Marguerite Downer
July 4, 1930 - November 17, 2015

Downer, Marguerite M., 85, of Galloway passed away on November 17, 2015 after a
courageous battle with cancer. Marguerite, a stars and stripes baby was born on July 4,
1930 in Union City, NJ. She graduated from Montclair State University with a major in
English and went on to a lifelong teaching career. Along the way she met the love her life,
William (Bill) Downer, and they married in 1954 in Holmdel, NJ. Bill was a decorated World
War II war hero who served in the United States Navy. In 1971 Bill and Marguerite
adopted their infant son William Jr. who graduated from the Citadel in 1991 and chose a
military career as an officer in the United States Army. He completed two tours in Iraq until
his untimely death in 2012. Shortly after Bill Jr.’s death, Marguerite’s husband was
diagnosed with lung cancer and after an agonizing fight, died that same year. Marguerite
had lost her beloved husband and precious son within months of each other but her
resolve and faith carried her through these tragedies. In that same year, Marguerite was
hospitalized with a serious illness and while she was in the hospital her beloved dog of 17
years, Daisy, died. As she often said, it was the worst year of her life and if it were not for
her faith and many friends she would never have survived it. Until the last day of her life,
Marguerite loved the daily visits and phone calls from those many friends. One of
Marguerite’s last wishes was that the closing of her obituary should read: “Thank you to all
my friends and all my care givers. I was truly blessed to have you all in my life.”
Marguerite is survived by cousins Helen (Bob) Hesterfer and Edith (Dan) Hannon of South
Carolina; Arlene Admad and cousin-in-law, Karen Frick and adopted family Barney and
Lesia Ross of Galloway, NJ.
Interment will be private. A celebration of Marguerite’s life will be held on Tuesday,
December 8th at 11:00 AM at the Wimberg Funeral Home 211 E. Great Creek Road,
Galloway 609-641-0001. Friends may attend a gathering before the service starting at
10:00 AM. For directions or condolences, please visit wimbergfuneralhome.com. In lieu of
flowers donations may be made in her name to the Absecon Presbyterian Church or
Popcorn Park Zoo.
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Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Marguerite Downer.
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