Dr. Johnea D Kelley
April 4, 2021

Dr. Johnea D. Kelley passed away on Sunday, April 4, 2021. She was born to the late
King Solomon Burns and Irene Mays Burns on July 27, 1928 in Egg Harbor City, New
Jersey. Johnea was preceded in death by her husband Robert O. Kelley, her father, King
Solomon Burns, her mother Irene Mays Burns, four of her sisters Arlene Lawrence,
Christine Woods, Pearl Derry, and Sylvia Burns.
Johnea was married to Robert for 43 years. Robert is now with his “honey” that he
affectionately called her.
Johnea had a smile that would light up an entire room. Wherever she spoke, taught,
traveled, visited and even in her final hour she was smiling.
Johnea gave her life to Christ at an early age at the Church of Living God under the
instruction of her Uncle, Bishop Clifford Casey Mays Sr. She would later go on to be a
dedicated and faithful member of Peace Missionary Baptist Church in Durham, North
Carolina. She loved the Lord & her church family.
In her early years, Johnea was educated in the Egg Harbor City public school system.
This was only the beginning of her greatness and achievements. She had to soar from this
point on!
Johnea’s formal education was from Teachers College, Columbia University (New York
City NY where she obtained a Master of Arts and a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Nursing. After leaving Columbia University, Johnea went on to Pre-Med at Temple
University in Philadelphia, PA. As all of you know, Johnea could not stop there. Johnea
went onto University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, NC to obtain her Doctorate Degree
in Public Health. Dr. Johnea D. Kelley achieved the highest level of educational
accomplishments, so now she had to make a difference in her career field for human
betterment on a global basis.
During Johnea’s career at North Carolina Central University in Durham, NC (1976-2001),

she served as Associate Professor of Nursing, Department Chair, Associate Dean of
Graduate Programs, and Acting Chair, Department of Nursing.
Johnea had many first as a Doctor of Nursing. First black female to graduate from the
School of public health, first black admitted to Sigma Theta Tau Honor Society in North
Carolina, first black to head aa nursing program in North Carolina with doctoral degree
(NCCU). So many other first and accomplishments (see handout).
A visitation will be held on Tuesday, April 13th from 10:00 to 10:30 AM will a service at
10:30 at Wimberg Funeral Home, 400 Liverpool Ave, Egg Harbor City 609-965-0357.
Interment will follow at Egg Harbor City Cemetery. For condolences or directions, please
visit wimbergfuneralhome.com.
Please join us for the service live by clicking on the link at 10:15 AM on Tuesday, April
13th; https://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/51725
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Comments

“

Dr. Kelly was a very profound leader and she exercised her knowledge with many
young black women. I really enjoyed speaking with her as it related to career path
and business decisions. She always offered words of encouragement for me. I will
miss her deeply and hearing her speak with such grace and elegance at Peace
Missionary Baptist Church. I will always love you Dr. Kelly and your family is in my
prayers.

Tasha R Rogers - April 13, 2021 at 09:12 AM

“

It breaks my heart to know that Dr. Kelley has left us. She was my favorite professor
of all those I knew. Dr. Kelley came into my life at a time that I felt nursing was not for
me. Talking and working with her changed my views of situations I faced at the time. I
probably would have left nursing if it had not been for her willingness to listen and
care.
She encouraged me so much. I have been a nurse for 43 years and my career has
given me the opportunity to touch the lives of many patients, students, faculty, and
healthcare organizations. Dr. Kelley has been such a blessing to my life. She will
always hold a special place in my heart. How fortunate we were to have worked with
Dr Kelley at North Carolina Central University.
Dr. Vevalyn Smith Hatch, RN, MSN, MEd, DNP

Vevalyn Smith Hatch - April 13, 2021 at 01:03 AM

“

My sincere condolences to Dr. Kelley's family, friends, former students and
colleagues. Dr. Kelley taught me research at North Carolina Central University. She
was a dedicated professor who expected nothing less than the best from her
students. I will be forever grateful for the knowledge that she imparted to me. I tried
to emulate her compassion and concern during my nursing career. I also became her
sister in the National Council of Negro Women - Durham Section. She was very
supportive and encouraging. I will never forget her warm spirit. May she Rest in
Sweet Heavenly Peace.
Sincerely,
Linda L. Hester
Durham, North Carolina

Linda L. Hester - April 12, 2021 at 08:58 PM

“

My prayers and sincere condolences to the family. Dr. Kelly was the Chair of the
Department of Nursing when I was a student. I will always remember her beautiful
smile and caring nature beyond the classroom.

Angeline Baker, RN, MBA, MHA
Class of 1985

Angeline Baker - April 09, 2021 at 10:51 PM

“

Jonea was my friend. So was Robert. I loved the times we all shared at church, hanging
out, dining together (eating at her house (Robert's fish sandwiches are unforgettable),
University Towers, Longhorn) and reminiscing about family, love, life where we were, how
we got here and where we'd come from. She loved seafood. I would always tease her
about ordering salmon. She would say in her sweet voice "No I think today I prefer shrimp".
I love her laugh. I love and cherish the time I had and the memories we shared about NY,
uncanny parallels in times and events of our lives.
She was a remarkable woman. She was the best friend to have. Great teacher always
imparting nuggets of knowledge that I will never forget. I wil never forget her. She was
'love'. She will live on in my heart. All that she gave of her self I cherish.
To the family, I pray that God wraps you in His mercy and grace. Giving you all comforts
and strength at this time. She loved you all so much.
Janice Scott
Rest now Jonea. Rest in peace.
Janice - April 13, 2021 at 07:51 AM

“

In Memory of a nursing pioneer and past Chair of the Department of Nursing at North
Carolina Central University who educated, mentored and encouraged many nursing
students to EXCEL and to SOAR high. Eagle Nursing Love!
NCCU Nursing Alumni Association

NCCU Nursing Alumni Association - April 09, 2021 at 10:43 PM

“

Dr. Kelley was truly one of a kind. She made it a mission to ensure that everyone she
encountered understood the philosophy of holistic being - physical, psychological,
social and spiritual. This was evident in the Health Tips that Dr. Kelley so
passionately provided in Sunday bulletin at Peace Missionary Baptist Church. As well
as her work with the Nurses Health Ministry of PMBC. Her charisma and grace will
never be forgotten. I'm very thankful that I had the opportunity to know and love her,
to work with her as her "scribe" in typing the health tips for her, and having her and
Mr. Kelley's encouragement of my educational endeavors. She will be missed dearly
by myself and my mom, Mary.

Antoinette Burriss - April 09, 2021 at 10:17 PM

“

Dr. Kelley was my Dean and a phenomenal lady, my sincere condolences to her
family. Class of ’85. Wanda Millner Williams, PhD, RN, WHNP-BC, CNE.

Wanda Millner Williams - April 09, 2021 at 11:19 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Dr. Johnea D Kelley.

April 08, 2021 at 09:00 PM

“

Durham Section National Council of Negro Women, purchased the Cheeseboard
Complete for the family of Dr. Johnea D Kelley.

Durham Section National Council of Negro Women, - April 08, 2021 at 05:00 PM

“

Dr. Kelley was my Dean, Professor, Colleague and friend. Even 30 years after my
graduation from the NCCU nursing program, Dr. Kelley would regularly ,invite me to
speak at PMBC. Dr. Kelley was a giant scholarly and a giant of a person. My
condolences to her family, NCCU and the PMBC congregation in Durham ,NC.
H.T.Williams ,RN,BSN,BC Gerontological Nursing

Howard Theodore Williams Jr - April 08, 2021 at 10:23 AM

“

So sorry to hear that Dr. Kelley has fallen asleep, may she Rest In peace! She & her
husband, Robert were excellent supporters of Peace Missionary Babt. Church. I was their
Pastor for more than 25yrs! O that all members in Church were like Dr. Kelley & Robert,
what a pleasure it would be to Pastor till one’ s last day!! The wife & I send our Love & Best
to the Family! W.E. Daye, Pastor emeritus, Peace M.B. Church.
W. E. Daye, Pastor emeritus - April 09, 2021 at 11:44 PM

“

Condolences to the family. May God give the family Grace, Peace, Mercy and Joy during
this time. Blessings from Reverend Quintelia, Frederick and William Mitchell.
Frederick D. Mitchell - April 13, 2021 at 12:01 AM

“

My prayers and condolences to the family. NCCU CLASS OF 1979

Celestine Hughes - April 07, 2021 at 10:19 PM

“

My sincere condolences and prayers to the family of Dr. Kelley. I remember that Dr.
Kelley was the keynote speaker for Central Carolina Black Nurses Council's 23rd
Annual Education-Lecture Luncheon in December 2013. Her topic was "Join the
Conversation on Minority Health Awareness."
Helen Horton
Immediate Past President, CCBNC

Helen Horton - April 07, 2021 at 11:56 AM

“

The College of Health and Sciences at North Carolina Central University extends our
condolences to the family of Dr. Johnea D. Kelly. Her style and grace will be
remembered. Her support of first generation students was laudable. Her extended
friendships beyond the field of nursing, were rewarding. She will be missed.

Dr. La Verne Reid - April 07, 2021 at 10:23 AM

“

NCCU Department of Nursing purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Dr. Johnea D Kelley.

NCCU Department of Nursing - April 07, 2021 at 09:54 AM

“

I am deeply sadden to learn of the passing of Dr. Johnea Kelly. She was chair of the
Department of Nursing when I attended NCCU. One thing that I will always
remember about Dr. Kelly was that she encouraged all her students to embrace
education as she had...with vigor! She realized that education was the key that would
prepare her students for a successful career and life. She wanted her students to not
stop at achieving their bachelor's degree, but to go on to graduate school and make
a difference! Dr. Kelly's encouragement and mentorship over the years helped to
propel me to have a successful career within the profession of nursing and to break
the glass ceiling. Over the years Dr. Kelly and I had numerous conversations over
lunch or the phone. She was always interested in what I was doing, where I was
going and would always offer some motherly advice...advice that was much
appreciated. I shall miss her dearly, but know that she is resting in the arms of God,
right beside her beloved Robert!
Ernest J. Grant, PhD, RN, FAAN
President
American Nurses Association
NCCU Class of 1985

Ernest Grant - April 07, 2021 at 08:47 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. Dr. Kelley was a great mentor to me pushed
me to excellence in research and make impacts in the communities that I serve. She
will be truly missed! RIP Soror Kelley chi coo.

Eva Oakley - April 07, 2021 at 01:03 AM

“

Sending my condolences and prayers to the family of my dear friend and NCCU
Nursing Department Chairman (1981). Pamela Humphrey Stokes of Durham, NC.

PH Stokes - April 07, 2021 at 12:59 AM

“

Sincere condolences to the family of my dear and colleague. I share a deep sense of loss
and grief. Rest in heavenly peace my friend. Gwendolyn Jones Parham.
Gwendolyn Jones Parham - April 07, 2021 at 10:59 PM

“

Sending my condolences to the family of our past member of the Durham Section, National
Council of Negro Women. She has finished her race and is now resting with God. Saundra
Cropps, President, Durham Section, NCNW
Saundra Cropps - April 08, 2021 at 04:45 PM

“

Dr. Kelley was truly a phenomenal woman in the nursing profession. In 2014 I sponsored
her as a Nursing Legend with Pi Chapter of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc. for her outstanding
contribution to the nursing profession and community. Our sorority motto, "Service for
Humanity" was exemplified in Dr. Kelley's dedication to the nursing profession. Thank you
Dr. Kelley for being an inspiration to me.
Mary W. Burriss, BS,RN
Freda G. Johnson - April 11, 2021 at 08:53 PM

“

Our sincere condolences and prayers to the family. Dr. Kelley was past President of Peace
Missionary Baptist Church Nurses Ministry and the author of "Health Tips" in our weekly
church bulletin. She was an advocate for higher education and healthy living. She
organized health fairs, including podiatrists and firefighters. We missed her, but now she is
resting in the arms of Jesus and Mr. Kelley.
Freda G. Johnson, MBA,BSN,RN,BA
President, PMBC Nurses Ministry
Mary - April 11, 2021 at 09:16 PM

“

Dr. Kelley was truly a phenomenal woman in the nursing profession. In 2014 I sponsored
her as a Nursing Legend with Pi Chapter of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc. for her outstanding
contribution to the nursing profession and community. Our sorority motto, "Service for
Humanity" was exemplified in Dr. Kelley's dedication to the nursing profession. Thank you
Dr. Kelley for being an inspiration to me.
Mary W. Burriss, BS,RN
Mary - April 11, 2021 at 09:26 PM

“

I send my deepest sympathy to the Kelley family. Dr. Kelley was one of my professors
when I completed my RN-BSN degree at NCCU in 1991. She was so intelligent and kind. I
am fortunate to have been taught by her, she also wrote an admission letter for my
entrance into graduate studies at the University of Oklahoma.
Blessings and Peace to Dr. Kelley and her family,
Voncella McCleary-Jones, PhD, RN-BC, CNE, ANEF
Associate Dean, College of Health Professions
Wichita State University (Kansas)
Dr. Voncella McCleary-Jones - January 06 at 01:29 PM

