Jeffrey Clayton Riegel
September 5, 1960 - August 18, 2017

On a not so beautiful golfing day, August 18, 2017, Jeffrey Clayton Riegel left this Earth to
finish a long overdue game of golf. He was a wonderful husband, uncle, brother and son.
In his smiling way he had a kind word for all and always saw the best in everyone. He was
the last truly, completely good man. No one that met him failed to love him. He was a true
and loyal friend to many. He had his own greetings for his friends, Geno was "hey
handsome", Warren was "hey man", Debi was "hey sunshine", and Louie was" hey
@#@%*"( inappropriate text). Jeffrey was also known as Toad, Pup, Uncle Fred, or as he
told the oncologist on his last days "just call me Lucky", was born on September 5, 1960 in
Atlantic City and graduated Mainland High School 1978. He was a very proud member of
IBEW Local 351. He recently had been dividing his time between Port Republic and
Matlacha, Florida.
He leaves behind his inconsolable wife, Donna Lee (McGinnis); his mother, Barbara
Sloan; his father, Clayton Riegel (Louise); sisters, Debbie Widman(Raymond), Donna
Gaffney(Andrew), Kim DaPrato, Debra McGinnis, and Dee Kaufman(Dan); brother,
Andrew Riegel; and countless nieces, nephews, union brothers, and lifelong friends. He
was beloved by all.
God gave Jeffrey the miracle of time to prepare which allowed him to verbalize his last
wishes. He requested to have 8 Philadelphia Eagles as pall bearers so the Eagles can let
him down one last time.
Visitation will be Thursday, August 24th from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Service will begin at
12:00 PM at St Paul's United Methodist Church, 118 Main Street , Port Republic, NJ with
interment immediately after in the Church Cemetery. Arrangements have been entrusted
to Wimberg Funeral Home, 211 E. Great Creek Rd, Galloway 609-641-0001. For
condolences or directions, please visit wimbergfuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers Memorial donations can be made to St Paul's United Methodist Church in

Jeffrey's name.
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Comments

“

I so sorry for your loss.
Jeff will be inmy prayers,I went to school with Jeff. My name was Diane Jones

Diane(Jones)Lovell - August 25, 2017 at 10:09 AM

“
“

“

Hi I am Jeffs Niece Emily and I am 11 years old. I appreciate the support for my Uncle Jeff.
Emily - September 02, 2017 at 12:38 AM

Love u Uncle Jeff!
Emily - September 02, 2017 at 12:39 AM

To the Riegel Family--it's obvious that Jeff touched many, many people. I am so sorry
for your loss, with him at such a young age. I esp. send my condolences to his
parents. I do not know any of you, but clearly Jeff had an amazing sense of humor,
among other fine qualities. His tweak of the Eagles in his obituary has brought gutbusting humor to many of us Bengals fans today!! We are telling and retelling what
we've read. I suspect he made your day many times, just as he has made ours
today. Blessings to all, Denny Krause, Cincinnati OH

Denny Krause - August 25, 2017 at 08:59 AM

“

Donna, I am so sorry for your loss, my prayers are with you.Marie Meyers

Marie Meyers - August 24, 2017 at 01:36 PM

“

Dear Donna and Family.....we were so terribly sorry to hear of Jeff's passing. We
were so happy to have you both as neighbors on our sweet island paradise on
Matlacha and we are sad that it was cut short for Jeff. I'm glad that Jeff got to enjoy
and spend some time with you down here. While we didn't know Jeff very well we did
have a few wonderful chats and Jeff also showed his willingness to offer his
expertize to us. In one of our chats, he praised the Electricians Union in NJ, stating
that he was always offered a job even in the years during the economic slow down.
He was always able to work, even if it meant having to travel more than an hour to a
job. He never refused a job that was a long distance away which made me realize a
lot about Jeff's drive and his character. Jeff was also generous in offering some
suggestions to my husband and I as to how to solve the electrical problems at our
dock. Donna, our hearts break for you and yours and Jeff's family. What a wonderful
human being Jeff was and how luck you were to know and to love him. May he be at
peace and golfing par or better. Our deepest condolences and sincere sympathy to
you all. We hope to see you, Donna, in the coming months. Sincerely, Tara and Rob
Brewitt

Tara - August 24, 2017 at 10:44 AM

“

Anna Dabrowska, Mike Drowsky, and Henry Lesniak purchased the Emerald Garden
Basket for the family of Jeffrey Clayton Riegel.

Anna Dabrowska, Mike Drowsky, and Henry Lesniak - August 24, 2017 at 09:31 AM

“

I'm sooo sorry for your loss. I've met Jeff many times with Jim n Isabel. He was a
great man!

Katie Halpin Schelder - August 23, 2017 at 10:01 PM

“

RIP Jeffrey. And my sympathies go out to your family. I just read that your final wish
was to have 8 Eagles " let you down one more time." Any man that can face the final
journey and retain his sense of humor will be sorely missed on Earth but be a great
addition to the hereafter. You brought a smile and a hearty laugh from me as another
long suffering Eagles fan. Amen, my good man!

frank mercaldo - August 23, 2017 at 08:18 PM

“

To the Riegel Family, our deepest condolences for your loss .In my lifetime I have
met less then a handful of people who's company I have enjoyed as much as Jeff's
.Most of that time was either on a golf course, or just on a golf trip in general. He
always had a positive outlook, even on days where he struggled with his golf, he
would say "how much can I complain, it's a beautiful day and just being out here is
fun enough". Well rest up buddy, I know we all hope to someday play in your
foursome again. So save us a spot on heaven"s 1st tee box if we're lucky enough to
earn a spot with YOU. Tom Grabowski

Tom Grabowski - August 23, 2017 at 11:34 AM

“

Hi Donna , I am sorry for your loss and my prayers go out to you and your
family.Xoxo Sarah Champion

Sarah Champion - August 22, 2017 at 04:58 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Jeffrey Clayton Riegel.

August 20, 2017 at 01:53 PM

“

Dear Donna, my deepest condolences to You your Family. My Thoughts & Prayers
are with You. May the Lord Hold & Keep You ever so near.

Deborah Geary-Smedile - August 19, 2017 at 10:14 PM

“

I'm sorry for your loss. With Jeff, the glass was always half full. He had a gift how to
make light of any situation and keeping people calm.
I'm sorry I won't be able to attend the services for I will be out of the state Thursday,
but my thoughts will be with Jeff and his family. He was a great guy to work with. My
condolences to the family.
Rick Fognano

Rick Fognano - August 19, 2017 at 10:00 PM

“

Dear Donna ,Clayton and Family,
I am saddened to hear of Jeff's passing , I know he fought a courageous battle. As
mentioned in his obituary he was always a gentlemen and had a kind word for all.
I am glad to have known him and called him a friend, I was introduced to him by my
first mechanic as an apprentice Craig Smith who thought a lot of Jeff. I never worked
with Jeff,but it was always a pleasure running in to him.
MAY HE REST IN PEACE!
Sincerely,
Thomas W. Hutchinson "HUTCH"
Local 351/211
.

Thomas Hutchinson - August 19, 2017 at 07:28 PM

“

So sad to hear that Jeff was called up to the big game in the heavens. It is rare to meet
someone who was always at easy and friendly. Remember the good times in life that you
shared and know he will be watching over his loved ones. God bless
Martine - August 23, 2017 at 06:33 PM

