Henry A Wise
February 1, 1941 - July 19, 2014

Henry Allen Wise passed away peacefully on July 19, surrounded by his loved ones. He
was 73. First and foremost, Henry was a family man. He loved his three children, Aaron,
Brandon and Sarah, and took great pride in helping each of them develop their unique
talents and skills. The eldest, Aaron, inherited Henry’s drive to volunteer. He has
dedicated more than 20 years working alongside his father at the Salvation Army and now
serves on the Pomona Volunteer Fire Co. Brandon, the athlete, shared Henry’s passion
for tennis. A natural on the court, he parlayed his talent into a coaching career, first at
Hammonton High School and now at Oakcrest High School, where he also teaches.
Sarah, the youngest, is an artist. She has her father’s love of art and creativity, and
recently completed a Bachelor’s degree in interior design from Becker College. She
continues her work this fall as she begins a Master’s program at Suffolk University in
Boston, Massachusetts. Henry was the dad who made light of everyday blunders.
“Whether you just fell off your bike or lost a pet, he was quick to do something goofy,
simply to make you smile. And despite your best efforts to stay stone-faced, he was very
successful,” recalls Aaron. In addition to being a devoted and caring father who always put
his children first, Henry also was a loving father-in-law to Sil and Kailin, a generous
grandfather to Justin, Emily, Brandon, Zachary and Madelyn and a role model his brotherin-law, nieces, nephews and great-nieces. Henry loved entertaining and relished in
gathering his entire family to make memories together. Whether in the backyard, eating a
bushel of crabs or enjoying a large family party, these celebrations were always extra
special because of Henry – due in large part to his culinary expertise! His partner, best
friend and “rock” was his wife, Fran Wise, who he met onstage during Miss United Way.
Their 27-year marriage was a partnership deeply rooted in service, and in the non-profit
world, Fran and Henry were a team committed to making our local community a better
place. No mission was too big, too complicated, or too consuming for them to tackle
together. Their most recent accomplishment is seen in the work of the Long Term
Recovery Group, in which each played a key role in the collaborative’s growth and
success. Throughout his career, Henry was known for his outstanding work ethic. A
veteran of the U.S. Navy, he spent 38 years in the gold lining department at Lenox China.
He felt very privileged work to be able to work alongside his sister Betsy for most of that

time, and as co-workers and siblings, they shared a very special bond. Henry was an
engaged employee and organized countless company functions, tirelessly advocated for
the union, and rallied support for United Way. Henry and Fran also owned a video and
photography business and spent time directing and working in community theater with
Showmakers. In 2004, he retired from Lenox China with special recognition from
President George W. Bush for years of hard work. And yet his golden years of service
were just beginning. Henry was active in the Atlantic County Long Term Recovery Group,
the Tri-County Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters, March of Dimes, The Salvation
Army advisory board, and many other community groups. But his true passion was with
the Emergency Disaster Service Response Team of The Salvation Army. His compassion
and dedication were simply unmatched. Henry dedicated himself to the work of the Army
in providing support for victims of natural disasters, families of returning veterans, or
anyone needing his team in a time of crisis. Henry was a leader, a partner, a friend and
volunteer who seldom shied away from a challenge. His tenacious spirit and
uncompromising desire to help others touched thousands of lives. And in the few short
days since his passing, countless stories and heartfelt sentiments have emerged and
continue to circulate throughout our community. It is a fitting tribute to a man who gave so
much. Today, we uplift and shine a spotlight on the many contributions one man has made
in our local community. We are forever grateful for his exceptional generosity. Tomorrow,
his work will continue to inspire us, as we strive to be of service to others – Henry Wise
wouldn’t have wanted it any other way. On July 19th 2014 Henry’s heart failed him. But
before then, it never failed anyone else. Visitation will be Thurs. July 24, 2014 starting at 6
PM at Wimberg Funeral Home, 400 Liverpool Ave., Egg Harbor City, NJ (609) 965-0357.
Final visitation will begin Fri. July 25, 2014 at 10 AM and services will begin at 11 AM at
the funeral home. In lieu of flowers, kindly make donations to the Salvation Army or the
United Way. For additional obituary information or to leave a condolence, please visit
www.wimbergfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Fran and Wise Family, I send my deepest condolences. I had the honor and pleasure
of working with Henry. He was a great man and I have learned so much from him. I
wish that I could be there to say goodbye. He will be greatly missed. He was an
inspiration to many and he had a heart of gold. May he forever rest in peace. Henry,
you may be gone, you will NEVER be forgotten.

Jennifer Lee - July 25, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Family. Henry was a great man and
wonderful servant of God who always helped Others. We will miss him as a Friend
and will miss him around The Atlantic City Salvation Army.

Major John & Tricia Cornelius - July 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Fran, Sarah and family, Your loss leaves us with a heavy heart. Henry was "all
that and more." He served for good all of his life. He gave willingly and selflessly. He
was truly a hero. May your memories of love sustain you in this time of sorrow. Jane
Stark and family

jane stark - July 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Henry when we had the first shelter "practice" at the Roland Rogers School. I
quickly learned that we were neighbors. I treasured the man who would wave and
smile as he or I drove down the street and who I stood next to for hours at a time
during the days the schools were used as shelters. God had definitely brought
himself another angel and heaven is blessed by our loss.

Marilyn Moore - July 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Fran and family My heartfelt condolences to you all. He will be missed by
everyone who ever knew him. He always had a smile and a joke. Libby

Libby - July 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Condolence, Condolence comes from the Latin word meaning "to suffer together”,
From knowing Henry he would not want us to suffer at all,he would want us to rejoice
and celebrate his life together, Helping one another the way Ive always known Henry
to do.We had so many good times with henry,always seeing Henry at these times
snapping still shots or capturing the most embarrassing or funniest moments on
video. Henry had an amazing ability to take anything that was serious, saddening or
stressing and put a happy spin on it, always lifting your spirits by doing so, and forget
about hearing Henry complain about anything in life,I remember seeing henry only
weeks after a very serious hospital stay and he was full of smiles and jokes.Always
positive about the outcome no matter what and if he wasn’t you would never know.
Even though henry was very light hearted ,he was very serious when it came to his
outreach to the community near and far a hand for altruism that was truly unmatched.
This may have been a major love in his life but nothing more then his family,Fran,His
children Aaron,Brandon and Sarah meant the world to him,and that was his inner
family,.His love for his sister Betsy was unmatched they truly were best friends,
truthfully he treated us all like we were hes inner family,Scott the kids and I always
considered him family and feel lucky to have had an opportunity to be part of a mans
life that was so genuine and true.Thank you Henry for allowing us to do so and our
hearts and prayers go out to his family which is like our own,I can not begins to
express in words my deepest sympathies and condolences to you.God Bless You all.

Trisha Lomberg - July 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Fran and Family My heart goes out to you. Life is so precious and Henry gave
so much of himself to helping others attain a better life. Several short weeks ago at
the State LTRG meeting, Henry and I shared the day together, ate lunch together. In
my role as the CMC LTRG Chair, Henry was a mentor to me and someone I
respected very much. He will be missed. If I I can be of any help, please just call.

Greg Speed - July 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear God Heavenly Father, I pray that you Bless the Henry Wise Family and grant
your faithful servant, Henry Wise His just due Earthly reward for a job well done here
on Earth. Henry was a true Humanitarian who went out of his way to help those in
need dear God. By the Grace of God, I pray that you let your Light Shine upon him
and take Henry Wise into your loving arms and give him eternal rest. This I ask in the
name of your loving Son, Jesus. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy SpiritAmen. Farewell my dear friend Henry Wise, may God be with you always and
forever.

David Mills - July 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Fran, Lou and I were so sorry to hear of Henry's passing. He was truly one of those
special angels on earth. You, Sarah, and the rest of your family are in our thoughts
and prayers.

Winnie & Lou Anderson - July 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

