Harold J. "Whitey" Swartz
December 15, 1936 - March 2, 2017

Harold J. “Whitey” Swartz, 80, of Galloway passed away peacefully on March 2, 2017,
with his family at his side. A lifetime resident of Atlantic County, he was born in
Pleasantville, the only son of John C. and Edith M. (Sheppard) Swartz and was educated
in the Pleasantville public school system. He served in the U.S. Army and joined the
Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department in 1958 and became a full time firefighter 2 years
later. In 1959 he married his best friend and partner in everything he did, Joy Ann
(Simpkins) Swartz. They have 3 sons, Robert, John and Harold Jr.
Whitey became a legend in his own time, serving the Atlantic County community and
Firefighting service for 56 years. He rose to the rank of Deputy Chief in Pleasantville after
31 years, served as Atlantic County Fire Marshall for 25 more. He held many offices and
positions including Atlantic County Fire Coordinator (1989-2005), N.J State Consumer
Product Safety Commission Investigator and Director of the Anthony “Tony” Canale Fire
Training Center. Whitey was an avid photographer providing pictures to local law
enforcement, legal firms as well as shooting weddings and local school graduations.
When he didn’t have on a fire helmet, he had a camera around his neck…and sometimes
both.
Whitey had a love of history and along with Joy, he founded the Firefighter’s Museum of
Southern New Jersey- an extensive collection of both fire apparatus and memorabilia,
open to the public.
Everyone knew he was the guy with a firehouse next door. But his service to the
community didn’t stop there. He established a large collection of model trains, displayed
on a 13 x 40 foot platform in the basement of his Pleasantville home which thousands of
school children came to see over the years. Whitey visited schools teaching fire
prevention, talked to scouting groups at his museum and countless other acts of service to
other, far too many to name here.
It is however as a husband and father that he will be most greatly missed, He is truly one

of a
kind. He is survived by his wife Joy Ann, sons Robert, John (Frank) and Harold Jr. (Laura),
grandchildren Dana, Kim, Christopher, Michael, Maggie, Amanda, Ryan, Matt and Will,
and great granddaughter Faith Hamilton.
Funeral services will be held on Saturday March 11, 2017 at the Church of St. Mark and
All Saints 429 S. Pitney Rd., Galloway, NJ. The visitation will be held from 9 am – 12 pm
and the service will immediately follow.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Wimberg Funeral Home, 211 E. Great Creek Road,
Galloway 609-641-0001. For condolences or directions, please visit
wimbergfuneralhome.com.
In Lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital.
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Visitation

09:00AM - 12:00PM

Church of St Mark & All Saints
429 S. Pitney Rd, Galloway, NJ, US, 08205

MAR
11

Service

12:00PM

Church of St Mark & All Saints
429 S. Pitney Rd, Galloway, NJ, US, 08205

Comments

“

To the members of the Swartz family. I didn't know Mr, Swartz personally yet his
name and that of his wife, Joy, have a place in my memories. My father was retired
Battalion Chief Robert Burns of the Philadelphia Fire Department (deceased). Both
he and Mr. Swartz shared a love of both the fire fighting service and photography. I
am certain that both my Mother and Dad visited the Museum and spent time with Mr.
and Mrs. Swartz. I know that he had great respect and warmth for him. Please
accept my condolences. Sincerely, John Burns

Dr. John Burns - March 12, 2017 at 03:37 PM

“

Maria Hamill & Family lit a candle in memory of Harold J. "Whitey" Swartz

Maria Hamill & family - March 12, 2017 at 09:36 AM

“

Dear Swartz Family, we remember your family from the old Pleasantville
neighborhood on Ryan Ave. Fond memories of your dad and his collection of
firetrucks and trains. So sad to hear of your dad's passing.
Will keep you in our prayers.
Ferraro Family.
Michele & Tony , Arthur, Michele, James, Ann Marie and Anita

Ann Marie - March 11, 2017 at 06:27 PM

“

My deepest condolences to his wife and family. I know Whitey from working at the
Atlantic County Detention Center (Harborfields) where he was our Fire Inspector and
trained our Staff every year for Fire Safety Training. In my opinion, he was an
incredible man who is an Icon for Atlantic County and a Legend in his time. Although,
I knew him professionally, I will always remember his pleasant personality where he
was always calm, cool, and collect with a smile on his face. He always talked about
his wife and kids with such pride and joy. R.I.P. Whitey. You will always be
remembered.
From Barbara Bauman

Barbara Bauman - March 11, 2017 at 08:25 AM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of our families at events over the years. May
God's peace comfort all of you and memories ease your sadness at this time

Dorothy Corbin Higgins - March 11, 2017 at 07:12 AM

“

Yes, Whitey was one of the good guys, always with a smile, and willIng to help
anyone. He will be sadly missed. Having known is our blessing. I can see him giving
all the kids in heaven a ride in a big red fire truck. God bless his family..Jim and
Jackie Carney

Jim Carney - March 10, 2017 at 11:10 PM

“

Joy & Family,
When something as sad as this happens,
there are no answers.
But there are countless reasons
why we will remember this life
that was taken away so unexpectedly.
-Capt. Mitch-Gerald
Sharon, Nina & Adriene

Sharon Mitchell - March 10, 2017 at 05:44 PM

“

Thanks Whitey for all you have done. Thanks for keeping us safe. God bless and
keep you and your family. You will be sorely missed.

Sincerely,
-Anne Whitcraft and Family
anne f. whitcraft - March 10, 2017 at 09:06 AM

“

To the Swartz Family
The Atlantic County Fire service has lost an irreplaceable asset. Whitey was always
there for us. May God welcome him with open arms and lend you the family comfort
in the days ahead.
-Thomas Culleny
Galloway Township Fire Dept.

Thomas J Culleny Sr - March 10, 2017 at 05:28 AM

“

Swartz family, we wish you peace and hope. Never forget the fond memories shared
together and days of joyful laughter. God offers us a future and a hope and it involves
seeing our loved ones again in paradise conditions right here on earth.

Battle family - March 07, 2017 at 06:05 AM

“

Whitey was a good man and did a great deal for the fire service, thanks whitey
Chris Kislow

Chris Kislow - March 06, 2017 at 07:51 AM

“

Robin M Buehler lit a candle in memory of Harold J. "Whitey" Swartz

Robin M Buehler - March 05, 2017 at 07:42 PM

“

To the family of "Whitey" Swartz: My deepest sympathy to all of you, so sorry for your
loss. Whitey played an important roll in my career when I became the Fire Chief at
the Airport Firehouse. My respect for him as a mentor in leadership meant everything
to me. He was not just a mentor to me, he was and always will be a good friend. I
could talk to Whitey about anything, firefighting, standard procedures, sports, the
weather, family...anything. He was a good listener and a better adviser. He will be
missed by many and in my memories always. God Bless, Sincerely, Retired Chief
B.W. Ney

Bernie Ney - March 05, 2017 at 12:16 PM

“

Sorry for your lost our thoughts and prayers are with you .
The DeGeorge family

DeGeorge - March 05, 2017 at 11:16 AM

“

I have known Whitey as a friend for many years through the fire service. He always
had a smile and kind greeting for you. What a loss for all who knew him. My deepest
condolences to Joy and family who I know will miss him greatly.
Lee Ryan

Lee T. Ryan - March 05, 2017 at 10:57 AM

“

I have known Whitey as a friend since high school, we followed the same path in life. He in
Atlantic County and myself in Camden and State Div. of Fire Safety. It was a great pleasure
to visit with him. Whitey always was upbeat and glad to see me. My deepest condolences
to Joy and the family. Whitey I am sure is running the Fire Marshals Office in that big Fire
Station in heaven.
Bill Scheufele March 11/2017
william Scheufele - March 11, 2017 at 05:37 PM

“

Joy, Harold and the rest of the Swartz family, I send my sincere condolences for the
loss of a great, kind,funny,giving man. He was blessed to have you and you were
blessed to share in his life. He will be missed. I remember the day he and Joy drove
me home from AC, wouldn't even let me pay for gas or tolls ,and turned around and
went right back home. One hundred miles out of his way for his son's friend's mom, I
have never forgotten that generous gesture. Thanks again Whitey.
Sue LoRicco

sue loricco - March 05, 2017 at 09:17 AM

“

In my 35 years of firfighting, everytime Ventnor had a fire Whitey was always there.
He was a resourse that you could count on. Whether it was taking pictures,
firefighting or working on the Atlantic County staff, he was always there. I was proud
that our Seagrave engine was in his collection! My condolences to his family.
Respectfully, Chief Bert Sabo, (ret) Ventnor Fire Department

Bert Sabo - March 05, 2017 at 06:34 AM

“

I met him and his wife last year at his fire museum. It was official closed but they
open it up for me and my wife. Meeting him and talking fire service talk while touring
the museum was so great. We knew allot of the same people and his stories were
wonderful to hear. He was one of those special people in the fire service and will be
missed by all. Condolences to his wife & family.

Robert C Hunter - March 05, 2017 at 06:34 AM

“

We send our condolences. Whitey was so friendly and kind to was when we visited.
Lisa and David Kromka

David Kromka - March 04, 2017 at 08:31 PM

“

May you rest in Peace Whitey. We all grew up together when we were kids. We were
all like, Whitey has Fire Trucks in his garage. It was amazing to us back then. He
was very well respected, and I can respect him as well, my son being a fireman. It's
the first thing that comes to their minds is to help and save people as best they can.

Cindy Giannini - March 04, 2017 at 08:00 PM

“

Aunt Joy. and family he was a truly loving and great man. I'm so sorry for your Los.
Words cam express my deepest sympathy.

Terry Owen - March 04, 2017 at 02:04 PM

“

My condolences to you and all your family Loretta

Manya Medrala - March 04, 2017 at 11:43 AM

“

John Weinstein lit a candle in memory of Harold J. "Whitey" Swartz

John Weinstein - March 04, 2017 at 09:29 AM

“

Joy, I am so sorry for your loss. Whitey was a beautiful man and will be missed by
many.

Mary Kleppinger - March 03, 2017 at 10:32 PM

