Francis John Blee Sr.
April 1, 2020

Francis John Blee, Sr., 88 of Absecon, N.J., peacefully passed away on April 1, 2020.
He attended West Catholic High School and graduated from Egg Harbor High School. He
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business. He obtained
a Master’s Degree in economics from Temple University. He completed his course work
for a PhD in Economics from the University of Pennsylvania, Wharton School of Business.
As his life progressed, our father started on his journey of spirituality. Frank obtained a
Masters Degree in Pastoral Counselling from Neumann University. He also obtained a
Master’s Degree in Theology with his beloved wife, Addie, at LaSalle University. The
ultimate example of faith and devotion to God is that for three years he took the New
Jersey Transit Bus and New York Subway to Fordham University where he obtained a
Doctorate Degree in Systematic Theology.
Frank proudly served with the 24th Infantry of the U.S. Army in the Korean War. He
achieved the rank of 1st Lieutenant and graduated first in his class from Officer Candidate
School.
Upon his return from the War, he was a Financial Analyst for Smith, Kline & French
Corporation in Philadelphia. He then started his own financial company, Beach, Widman &
Blee which pioneered investment research for money managers. He returned to Smith,
Kline & Glaxo and finished his business career as a Corporate Economist.
Following his business career, he committed to a life of service to others. Frank was a
Certified Addictions Counsellor working in the Atlantic City Housing Authority Complex at
Maryland Avenue in Atlantic City. In addition, he provided spiritual and pastoral
counselling to many people from his home. He served as Dean of Evangelization and
Adult Faith Formation for the Diocese of Camden.
Frank was a Member of the Order of St. Gregory the Great which is one of the five Orders
of Knighthood of the Holy See. The honor is bestowed upon Roman Catholics in
recognition of their personal service to the Holy See and the Roman Catholic Church.
Frank was a Fourth Degree in the Knights of St. Columbus. He was a former President of
Parish Counsel for Assumption Church in Pomona. He was a founding member and
trustee of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish. For many years, he taught CCD at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton and also served as a Eucharistic Minister. He also provided adult instruction,

conducted numerous retreats and bible studies. He was a founding member of Absecon
Social & Athletic Club and coached instructional basketball for many years.
He is predeceased in death by his loving wife of 65 years, Adeline M. Blee, his parents
Evelyn and Francis Blee, Sr., his sister and brother-in-law, Mary and Don Morgenweck, his
brother-in-law and sister-in-law, John (Sonny) Falivene, Jr. and Theresa (Tessie). Frank is
survived by his four children, Denise (Savas Mercouriou), Frank (Kathy Sherma), Mike
(Sylvana Viola) and Bob (Jan Kozlovsky); his 10 grandchildren, Madeline, Caitlin, Peter,
Samantha, Mike, Francesca, John, Shannon, Mary and Nicholas; and his six great
grandchildren, Jayden, Bailey, Adeline, Emma, Freddie and Poppy.
Our father devoted his life to glorifying the Lord. His life was an inspiration and testament
to faith, love and service. He worked faithfully in every aspect of his life to advance the
kingdom for which Jesus gave his life. We are comforted in knowing Dad is with Our Lord,
our mother and the angels that surrounded his peaceful passing as he began the journey
to his eternal reward.
A memorial mass and celebration of life will be held on Saturday, September 11th at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church at 11am. In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to the
Stanley W. Marczyk Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 852, Absecon, NJ 08201.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Wimberg Funeral Home, 211 E. Creek Road,
Galloway. For condolences please visit wimbergfuneralhome.com.
Mass will be livestreamed https://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/58828
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Comments

“

Love you, Uncle Frank. Will strive to be as much as a follower of Jesus as you.
Thank you for being the best brother-in-law and brother to Poppy and Mommom,
beloved and wonderful uncle to my mom and dad
Thank you for the wonderful
Nova memories

Mary Mulholland - September 11 at 11:28 AM

“

Denise,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your brothers and families. I am blessed
to have known your dad (and mom) and will cherish those memories. I hope you find
comfort in yours. What an incredible legacy.
Much love,
Michele (Barbera) Fisher

Michele Fisher - April 10, 2020 at 09:21 PM

“

Denise,
My thoughts and prayers to you and your brothers and families. I am so thankful for
all of the wonderful memories of both your dad and your mom. What an incredible
legacy he leaves.
Much love
Michele (Barbera) Fisher

Michele Fisher - April 10, 2020 at 08:19 PM

“

Frank was the epitome of a gentlemen. He helped me many years ago, while going
through many difficulties in my career. He taught me that when you are betrayed, or
persecuted, treated unfairly and going through difficulties, there will always be steps
of healing that you'll need to deal with... included in those steps are self-forgiveness
and forgiveness towards others. And, in order to grow, you must learn to deal with
emotions, anger and hurt. Frank said, it's ok to feel those things, but you must
always move on... move forward and seek Christ in everything, because His hand of
blessing is always upon us. Frank, thank for those lunches, for the hot coffee that we
sipped as you listened and advised and always turned me towards growth within
myself and a deeper awareness of Jesus. I still have the books that you gave me and
I will always treasure our friendship. Thank you, most of all, for treating me with
respect and compassion. I know that heaven is rejoicing because you are now there.
And, you will remain with me always, too. Love and Blessings, dear friend. What a
beautiful soul you are.

Sandy Leone - April 05, 2020 at 09:37 PM

“

Frank was a kind and spiritual soul and his memory will forever be a light in this
world. God Bless you and your family.

Sherri Moore-Scotti - April 04, 2020 at 10:17 PM

“

My prayers and thoughts are with the family. Rest in peace poppop. Words cannot
describe how wonderful, kindhearted, thoughtful, caring, and patient Mr. Blee was. I
will never forget how you would teach Adeline to ride a bike, or throw a baseball, or
send me amazing books, which still teach me so much. I'm so thankful you were a
part of our lives and we will always love you.
Your memory will always live on

Kristina F. - April 04, 2020 at 08:50 PM

“

Frank knew me from the time I was 18... I am now 50. Frank was with me through every
stage of my life.... he was the most dear and kind human being i have ever met. He was a
deeply spiritual man and a dear soul. I loved him deeply and I always will.
I will miss him forever. My condolences to his family, he loved you very much.
I will listen for his continued guidance from above ... and I am certain without a doubt that
he is sitting with our dear Lord today.
With all my love ,
Angela Vuotto
angela vuotto - April 09, 2020 at 07:48 PM

“

We remember Frank as being such a kind, loving, compassionate man. Although we
didn't get to do it nearly as often as we would have liked, we always loved spending
time with all the Blees, particularly Addie and Frank. We will miss you and are
sending our thoughts, prayers and condolences to the whole Blee family.
With love - Patti Kozlovsky and Paul Martin

Patti Kozlovsky - April 04, 2020 at 05:52 PM

“

Sorry for your loss,EdKline

Ed Kline - April 04, 2020 at 09:39 AM

“

“Rest In Peace Uncle Frank. Thank you for being a mentor and role model.” He
emulated Christ in all aspects of his life. It was an honor to know him. My prayers
and love go out to the Blee family. He will be missed and his legacy will live on for
many generations. Sincerely, Paul Mulholland

PAUL MULHOLLAND - April 03, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

Mike, Frank, Robert and Denise, and your entire family,
Nancy and I express our sincere condolences on the passing of your father. He lived
a life of incredible achievement and education in the ways of business and the Lord.
He was kind, personable and knew our Lord Jesus and his teachings. He is now in
the Kingdom with your mom experiencing the beautiful music and colors we are
taught that surround the mansions in Heaven.
Nancy and Kirk Conover

Kirk Conover - April 03, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

Of all qualities, I was most affected by Frank Blee’s great humility. Despite his many
accomplishments, he never talked about himself. He was truly an every day saint. He
touched so many people. We will all miss him. Thank God for the gift of Frank Blee.
John Armstrong - April 04, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Blee passing. I had the pleasure of knowing him. When you
were around him you just felt a true sense of peace from this very kind man. My
prayers to the family.

Janice Johnston - April 03, 2020 at 12:34 PM

“

Dear Frank and Family,
I am sorry to read of your Dad's passing. Keeping you and your family in my prayers
and thoughts at this difficult time.
June Appleget ( Retired RN ARMC Access Center )

June Appleget - April 03, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Frank was always there for a friendly hello and support as needed. I am sure Addie
was happy to see you . MarilynMoore

marilyn moore - April 03, 2020 at 09:20 AM

“

Although I was never formally introduced to your Dad, I of course knew him from
Seton, but I wanted to express my appreciation for a life well lived in faith to our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. I have known Frank and Kathy for many years, having
taught with both of them at St. Nick’s in EHC when we were all beginning our career
paths. My condolences to all the family on having lost two wonderful parents so
recently. May God bless you all in your time of grief.

Arlene Erbacher - April 03, 2020 at 08:47 AM

“

Our prayers with spiritually comforting thoughts are being lifted up for you and your
family! Many blessings Our Lord funneled through our beloved brother in Christ,
which reigned down upon and focused this deacon during my ministry. Praying that
God continues to comfort and strengthen you! Peace of Christ be with each of you!
Deacon Joseph Buccilli

Deacon Joseph Buccilli - April 03, 2020 at 08:08 AM

“

He was such a great and kind man. We worked together on the ARCS school board,
and he was always looking out for the students and families. RIP.

Bart Musitano - April 03, 2020 at 07:39 AM

“

He was such a kind, gentle, and holy man! Such a blessing to have known him!
Condolences to his family! Eternal rest grant unto him. You will be missed Frank!
Thank you for your example of living a life In allegiance to Jesus and Mary! Thank
you also for all your holy wisdom!

Renee Krumaker - April 03, 2020 at 07:05 AM

“

Love you, Granddad.
Thanks for teaching me the joys of cereal, running and philosophical discussion.

Peter - April 03, 2020 at 12:11 AM

“

To my wonderful Granddad,
An absolute Saint. Will always cherish our love of running, cereal, and philosophical
discussions around the kitchen table. Will miss you a great deal and will always aim
to replicate the compassion you showed to your fellow man and neighbour.
Big love,
Pete Mercouriou

Pete Mercouriou - April 02, 2020 at 09:02 PM

“

No one walked a closer walk with Jesus on this earth

Patty Blee - April 02, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

I knew Frank Blee Sr. He is the dad of a dear classmate at Assumption School
in Pomona. He had the entire class at his house a few times.
Mr. Frank Blee Sr. was the walking semblance of Christ Jesus I met.
Assumption Parish was lucky to have him in thier flock (before St. Elizabeth Anne
Seon was established).
Being at his house is a Blessed Memory I will never forget.
His Daughter Denise and son Frank Jr., were his 2 children closest my age. They
too, shared his Christlike behavior.
It's a Sad passing, but I know he is in God's Arms, were we all hope to be
someday

Kevin Dermanoski - April 02, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

“

Thank you, Kevin. Your kind words are appreciated. Dad was one of a kind. Love, Denise
Denise Blee Mercouriou - April 03, 2020 at 07:17 PM

Uncle Frank was a beautiful soul who’s smile and comforting conversations always
lifted your spirit. I will treasure my memories having such an incredible uncle and will
miss his yearly phone calls wishing me blessings on my birthday. Wishing the family
sincere and sorrowful condolences from the Palermo Family. Our hearts are broken.

Lynn Palermo - April 02, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

Frank and Addie brought me back to God and l loved them both. Love and condolences to
their family. Susan H
Susan Havens - April 02, 2020 at 07:13 PM

“

To the Blee family Jim and I are sorry for your loss.We will be sending prayers your way.
Jim and Carol Savio
Carol - April 04, 2020 at 09:28 AM

“

Frank and Addie were pillars of our Community and Church. Personally they brought us
closer to God by their example. It was an honor to know them and call them friends.
Jim and Kathy Revelle
Kathy Revelle - April 04, 2020 at 05:23 PM

