Earl R. "Bob" Hackney
February 18, 2020

Hackney, Earl R “Bob”, 79, of Egg Harbor City passed away peacefully Tuesday, February
18, 2020 at AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center in Galloway Township, with his loved
ones by his side.
Bob is survived by his wife, Nancy (nee Whedbee); his children, Bobby Hackney (Mariah),
Victoria Danks (Joe Millar), and Kathleen Hackney (Brian Will); his grandchildren, Amanda
Danks, Jamie Danks, Jessica Danks, and Joshua Power; his great grandchildren, Travis
Wright and Anthony Parish; his siblings, Kenny Hackney, David Hackney (Jennifer), and
Donald Hackney (Terry); and many nieces and nephews. He is predeceased by his
parents, Earl and Estelle Hackney; his siblings, Doris Russo and Raymond Hackney; and
infant children, Tracy Hackney and Michael (Mikey) Hackney.
Bob was born on March 14, 1940 in Pleasantville, NJ. After attending Pleasantville High
School, where he played football, he joined the Army National Guard. Two years later, he
joined the Navy and proudly served for four years and was honorably discharged in 1962.
Later that year, he met the love of his life, Nancy. They were married in 1963 and were
blessed to share 57 amazing years together.
In his early years after marriage, Bob worked as a machinist at the historic Wheaton
Factory in Mays Landing until the mid-1970’s. He also spent many years working at his
father’s business, ‘Hackney’s Machine Shop’ in Pleasantville, which years later moved to
Cologne, NJ. Also, during the 70’s Bob was hired by the Salem Nuclear Power Plant for a
short-term project of about two years. Eventually Bob turned his talents to carpentry work,
where he worked on building and renovating homes in a small partner business. He did
this until he took a job with the Atlantic City Housing Authority from which he retired in
2005 after 20 years of service in addition to building many friendships, most notably his
daily coffee partner in retirement, Romeo Fortis.
Over the years, Bob had many hobbies he enjoyed. He had a passion for keeping active
and trying new things. He spent many of his earlier adult years boating, fishing, clamming,

and scuba diving. His first family home was along the river in Belcoville, NJ where he
enjoyed taking long boat rides with his family that often ended up at Hackney’s Boatyard.
Later, he became an avid beachcomber, and he and Nancy spent many years metal
detecting, mostly on various beaches, but they also found many other places to search for
treasures as well. Whenever they found items such as class rings, wedding rings, or any
precious jewelry with the owner’s name on it, they would make it their mission to find the
original owner. One time they were able to return a wedding ring that was missing to the
owner for over 50 years.
In Bob’s early thirties, he had the desire to learn how to fly a plane, so he took flying
lessons out of Bader Field in Atlantic City where he learned to fly a Cessna. On several
occasions, he took his wife and children for a ride along the Atlantic City Coastline. Many
years later, in the 1990’s, this sparked his passion for flying remote control planes. He
joined an RC flying club called the “Atlantic County Sky Blazers.” He not only flew large
model RC airplanes, but he turned his basement into his area for building (and repairing),
all the planes he flew. Because of his early bouncy landings of those RC planes when he
was still in the learning phase, he became known as “Three Bounce” among his fellow
flyers. This hobby became one that he shared with his adult children and then
grandchildren when they were growing up. Often on the weekends the family would make
an afternoon of hanging out and enjoying the day on whatever field Bob was flying on.
Bob loved almost anything ‘military’. He particularly had an interest in World War II. He
loved reading war/military novels, watching old war movies and documentaries, and
playing strategic war games such as Risk and Tobruk. Bob thoroughly enjoyed going to
the Air and Space Museum in Washington DC, which among many displays featured
World War II planes. He also followed politics closely and took a strong stance in his
political beliefs.
After Bob retired in 2005, he became somewhat of the homemaker. He happily took over
almost all of the cooking, shopping, and cleaning while Nancy continued to work full time.
He loved shopping for food and household items so much that the family began to lovingly
tease him about being the “Hackney Store.” He just seemed to always have those last
minute items that people often forgot, plus, if he knew of a favorite food, snack, candy,
gum, soft drink, etc. of any family member, it was always stocked in his house even
though that particular person might not live there. He always loved to chip in and prepare
food for family barbecues, spontaneous family get-togethers, and holiday celebrations. He
typically brought so much extra food, drinks, and snacks that the non perishables were
often around for the next event.

Bob loved going kayaking with his children and grandchildren, and in his seventies he
would still jump off the rope swing on every trip. He loved doing 1000-piece puzzles,
taking afternoon naps, and having weekend breakfast at the Egg Harbor City Diner with
his wife and family. During retirement he took up tinkering with selling/buying on eBay, and
completely surprised himself as he became semi-proficient with modern technology.
Most of all, Bob was a kind spirited man who loved his entire family with such
unconditional devotion. He treasured the close-knit relationships, the growth of family
through grandchildren and great grandchildren, and he made it known in their hearts the
love and pride he had for each one of them. Our family is proud and grateful to have been
blessed with such a remarkable man. He recently said, “I had a full life. Family and kids
are everything, and I wouldn’t change a thing.”
A gathering of family and friends is scheduled for Tuesday, February 25th at 9:30 am at
St. Nicholas Church in Egg Harbor City with a Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 am.
Immediately following Bob will be laid to rest at the Germania Cemetery in Galloway. In
lieu of flowers, In-Honor donations may be made in his name to the “Wounded Warrior
Project.”
The family would like to thank the care given to Bob by his doctors at AtlantiCare, and in
particular his doctors of many years that provided him with ongoing respectful and
personalized care with the sense of taking him under their wing. The family would like to
express their deepest and sincerest thanks to one nurse in particular who showed
absolutely amazing professionalism, unbelievably remarkable bedside manner, and
treated Bob as though he was a family member to her. Thank you so very much Sarah A.
– 3rd floor. Your care impacted us deeply.
Please feel free to share your fondest memories of Bob Hackney at
wimbergfuneralhome.com. Funeral arrangements entrusted to Wimberg Funeral Home,
400 Liverpool Ave, Egg Harbor City 609-965-0357.
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Comments

“

Dear Sister Nancy
I'm so sorry to hear about your great loss. You will be in Patty & .my prayers in a
special way, I say special because you are already in my prayers every day. Love
Joseph & Patty

Brot;ER Joseph - February 24 at 03:59 PM

“

We’re so sorry for the loss of Bob. Romeo and he were very good friends for many
years...
Frank & Donna Fortis
Romeo’s brother & sister-in-law

D Fortis - February 22 at 08:35 PM

“

Bob worked with my Father (Harvey) at Hackney’s machine shop on Cologne Ave.
for a short time. I occasionally picked my father up from work and ended up in long
conversations with these two wonderful silly men. I’ll never forget one conversation
about marriage as I had just gotten engaged and they both said they wouldn’t
change a thing if they had the chance to do it again. Reading the obituary I realize
why these two became fast friends they sounded a lot alike. We lost my father two
months ago today and my heart goes out to you all. I know how deep the pain is and
how big a hole this will leave in your family. He was a wonderful man and I’ll always
remember his warm smile. God bless.

Barbara C - February 21 at 06:51 PM

