Debra Jean Rech
December 22, 2019

Debra Jean Rech, 60, of Egg Harbor City, NJ passed away on Sunday, December 22,
2019 at Atlanticare Mainland Division. Deb was a graduate of Oakcrest High School in
Mays Landing, Class of 1977. She graduated first in her class and was editor of the
school’s newspaper. Deb received her undergraduate degree in journalism by attending
Moravian College and Florida University. She was editor of the Egg Harbor City
Newspaper in the early 80’s. Deb was a staff writer for the Press of Atlantic City for over
17 years and did freelance work for the Herald of Cape May. Her current occupation was
as a home health aid for Angels Alliance Caregivers.
Deb loved to cook bake and shop. She enjoyed spending time with her two daughters and
a favorite activity was always a trip to the boardwalk with the girls. She loved cats and
owned them most of her life. Her life’s passion and greatest skill was as a writer. Deb kept
may journals of her life and experiences. She loved her job as a caregiver to her many
clients and they loved her. Deb always gave her very best to her clients and their welfare.
She is preceded in death by her father, Thomas A. Penza.
Deb is survived by her two daughters, Faith Mary Rech and Hope Marie Christine Rech;
her mother, Viola J. Penza; her sister, Bonnie Bertino and her husband, Joseph Bertino;
her niece, Shelley Bertino and her fiancé, Ted Groben; her good friend and companion,
Rick Matthew; her aunts, uncles, cousins; and her two cats, Chessie and Vivian.
Family and extended family only are welcome to a gathering on Friday, December 27th
from 9:00 to 10:00 AM with a service starting at 10:00 AM all at Wimberg Funeral Home,
400 Liverpool Ave, Egg Harbor City, 609-965-0357. In lieu of flowers, donations are to be
made to the Animal Welfare Society of Cape May County, 40 S. Delsea Drive, Route 47,
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210. For condolences or directions, please visit
wimbergfuneralhome.com
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DEC
27

Gathering

09:00AM - 10:00AM

Wimberg Funeral Home - Egg Harbor City
400 Liverpool Ave, Egg Harbor City, NJ, US, 08215

DEC
27

Service

10:00AM

Wimberg Funeral Home - Egg Harbor City
400 Liverpool Ave, Egg Harbor City, NJ, US, 08215

Comments

“

Debra and I loved sharing our cat pictures. She was so sweet and I am sending
condolences to family and friends. We had been facebook friends for about a year
but felt like I had known her my entire life.

Susan Darnell - December 31, 2019 at 09:42 PM

“

I was so sad to see that Deb had passed away and extend my deepest sympathy to
the family. She was one of my mother’s aides until about three years ago and she
was wonderful with her - so thoughtful, caring and committed. We developed a
friendship but were no longer in touch lately. Deb was smart and funny and loving—
devoted to her daughters, her mother and her kitties. I hope she is at peace and pray
for strength for her family. I am thankful that we got to know her.
Linda Potter

Linda Potter - December 30, 2019 at 09:46 PM

“

I am so so sorry for your loss. I didn't know Debra well but she would come in to the
Diner I used to work for and always had a smile and a cheerful word! She will be
missed.

Donna Danenhower - December 26, 2019 at 08:27 AM

“

My sincere condolences.

Mary Lynn Doernbach - December 26, 2019 at 08:03 AM

“

Me and Deb are Facebook friends and shared our love of cats and writing. I looked
forward to our daily talks. She wrote meet to tell me she was in the hospital but then I
didn't hear anymore. So today I was shocked and saddened to read that she had
passed. We both shared our 60th birthday this year. I will miss our daily talks and
seeing pictures of her sweet kitties. I love you Deb.

Kathy Middleton - December 25, 2019 at 05:06 PM

“

Debbie was such a good friend to me in high school. Helping me adjust as a
freshman and then being there as a friend. God bless her family.

Amy Allexander Hadley - December 25, 2019 at 08:15 AM

“

Bonnie, Mrs. Penza and the family and friends of Debbie, I'm so very sorry for your
loss. I'm praying for comfort and peace to sustain you.

Kathleen Gad - December 24, 2019 at 01:14 PM

“

It is never easy losing someone anytime of the year. Wishing the Family Peace and
Love during this sad time.

Victoria Champion - December 24, 2019 at 12:56 PM

