David A Evans
April 4, 1947 - March 23, 2017

Dave A. Evans, of Galloway, passed away on Thursday, March 23, 2017. He was born
April 4th, 1947 in Pittsburgh, PA. and raised in Monessen, PA. Son of Virgil D. Evans and
Thelma H. Evans, Father of Erin S. Evans of Galloway, Brother of Juanita “Missy” Moore
of Galloway, Uncle to Wesley H. Moore, III of Toms River and great nephews, Matthew
and Michael, and great niece Madeline, along with hundreds of relatives located in Pike
County, Indiana.
David taught in the Galloway School District for 35 years and 4 years in Chicago after
graduating with honors from California State University in Pennsylvania. He was the New
Jersey Middle School Social Studies Teacher of the Year in 1991; Galloway Township
Teacher of the Year in 1986 as well as the Galloway Township Education Foundation
Government Advocate for Education in 2001 and 2003; selected in Who’s Who in
American Education 1991 and 1992 as well Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers in
2006. David was also selected as a member of Cedar Creek High School’s “Local
Hometown Heroes” in 2013. He received the Special Recognition Award in 2004 by the
Galloway Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee. Upon Retirement from teaching in 2013,
Mayor Donald Purdy of Galloway and Council proclaimed June 13th, 2013 as “Dave
Evans Day.”
David served in the U.S. Navy from 1965-1969 both in Vietnam and Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. He received 5 commendations while serving as well as being Attack Squadron 42
Sailor of the Month in February 1969.
David was elected to Galloway Township Council in 2001 and served as Deputy Major
from 2003-2005. He was instrumental in creating both the Patriot Lake and Galloway
Townships Veterans Memorial Park and the “Salute to Our Veterans” annual
commemoration for Galloway’s Veterans. He was appointed to the Atlantic Cape
Community College Board of Trustees in 2005 where he served in nearly every role
possible accumulating with his election to be Board of Trustees Chairman in 2013 and
served for two years in that capacity.

David was a member of the Vietnam Veterans Association; Veterans of Foreign Wars; and
the American Legion.
Visitation will be held on Tuesday, March 28th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at Wimberg Funeral
Home, 211 E. Great Creek Rd, Galloway 609-641-0001. For directions or condolences,
please visit wimbergfuneralhome.com.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to Beacon Church - Food Bank, 420 S. 6th Ave.
Galloway, NJ 08205.

Events
MAR
28

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Wimberg Funeral Home - Galloway
211 East Great Creek Road, Galloway, NJ, US, 08205

Comments

“

Mr Evans was the best teacher at Notre Dame, Chicago and very kind and patient.
He taught me so much about school and life! Sincere condolences to his family and I
feel blessed to have known him, May you Rest In Peace blessed soul. Christina
Cortez

christina cortez - April 11, 2021 at 12:20 PM

“

Thank you for all you did! Rest in peace and peace be with family and friends
Bill & Dolly McArdle & girls you taught in Galloway

Wm. & Dorothy McArdle - March 30, 2017 at 01:53 PM

“

Prayers are with you and the family. Classmate of David Evans - From
Jackie(Callahan) Carter .

Jackie Carter - March 30, 2017 at 11:35 AM

“

Yesterday, I stood in a line. It was a line filled with sorrow, joy and confusion, but
mostly, to me anyway, it was brimming with memory. Memory beyond counting. We
stood witness as a man of unimaginable achievement and wisdom was to be put to
rest.
Mr. Evans was a warrior-poet that tore through the shackles of ignorance like a
tempest through tissue paper. When he spoke, it was as though someone had
poured slow-cooked amber honey over a mountain’s whisper. You were not taught,
you were educated. It was beyond something as simple as a subject. You learned
what it was to be a human. A human worthy of respect, filled with compassion and
open to all the majesty that the world had to offer. The quotes upon the board were
meant as keys to unlocking the limiters of the mind. If you payed attention to 1% of
what this man had to say, you would become ten times the individual you currently
were. You could see pride fill a person when they were allowed to hold a stuffed dog.
Dogs that represented acquisition of insight, free of placation. Earned, justly. We
quote him still, after more than 20 years have passed.
Mr. Evans... your legacy shall continue for generations. Thousands of souls have
been shaped by your teachings, and in turn thousands more shall learn from them.
You transcend the limited boundaries of teacher or educator. You are Titan...you are
Sage. May peace and joy and light follow you till time ceases to function and beyond.
Deepest regards,
Jimmie Yamaguchi (Gentleman Jim)

Jimmie - March 29, 2017 at 12:06 PM

“

“

This is so true, he was very special.
Lisa - April 10, 2021 at 07:44 PM

I had Mr. Evans as my 8th grade social studies teacher at Arthur Rann. He was an
outstanding teacher who taught us to always put the needs of others before
ourselves. He was a leader who we all looked up to and all of his students are better
people for having known him. Rest in peace sir and thank you for your service to our
community and our nation. Joe Picardi

Joe Picardi - March 28, 2017 at 04:39 PM

“

I remember so many great things about Mr. Evans. He was one of my favorite
teachers of all time and one of the most influential in my life. My favorite memory was
getting a bulldog if you could describe the meaning of a quote he would write on the
board everyday. He was an amazing person. I will never forget him showing up to my
benefit. It has been close to 20 years since I had seen him. He even remembered my
nickname "Jesse James". Mr. Evans was a beautiful human being and will be greatly
missed.
Love,
Jessica Spencer (Randazzo)

Jessica Spencer - March 28, 2017 at 03:35 PM

“

I had the privilege of being in Mr. Evans's 8th grade social studies class in the late
90s. He truly had a gift. Challenging 8th graders to think and cultivate an intellectual
curiosity is no easy task. He taught us the importance of civic responsibility and
community. He was able to teach and engage us in ways that others could not, and
the students respected him.
I did not have any contact with Mr. Evans after I left middle school, but he had a
positive and lasting impact on my life, as I'm sure he did for countless other students.
My condolences to his family.
~Kara Kiminsky Lynch

Kara - March 28, 2017 at 02:47 PM

“

Mr. Evans was one of my favorite teachers. He was true friend, mentor and colleague
in Galloway Township. Someone who I will always admire and cherish. He was the
only one who could call me S.O.M. #1 ( Student of the Month). I will miss his deep
baritone voice and all the encouraging words. Rest in Peace Mr. Evans! To the
family, you have my love, support and most of all my prayers. May God Bless you
and comfort you at this time.
Love,
Spring Bass-Smoaks & Family

Spring Bass-Smoaks - March 27, 2017 at 10:36 PM

“

Always a kind and warm smile, always thoughtful insight, always an intelligent and
passionate conversation!! And always will be missed!!

Butch and Lisa Hathaway - March 27, 2017 at 01:41 PM

“

Please accept our family's condolence and be assured of our prayers for the repose
of Mr. Evans's soul and the consolation of your family.
Sincerely,
Jesse O. Kurtz

Jesse O. Kurtz - March 27, 2017 at 12:56 PM

“

I had Mr Evans as a 6th grade teacher many years ago. He is honestly the only
teacher I remember, and the reason is he stood out that much . I remember his love
of bulldogs . He gave me nicknamentleman Jack . On the first day he had the whole
class tell them the dirtiest word they could think of ! Then he said ok those were
some bad ones and lets not use them again, but I have one that's far worse ...
hungry baby. He then shared his mission of making sure no children go hungry.
At life's end we all hope to leave a legacy , to leave the world better then we found it
and you sir most certainly did . A class act ! REST IN PEACE SIR .

Jack gravenstine - March 27, 2017 at 11:26 AM

“

He had such a heart for those in need. I too was in your class Jack and sharing your
thoughts reminded me of his kind heart for others. He also collected stamps for vets. He
will leave a lasting impression on our hearts. I was Jackie the 2nd
Shelly Spier - March 28, 2017 at 02:23 PM

“

I like many was surprised to hear of Dave's passing. Growing up with Dave brings
back many great memories. He served his country, his community and most
important the youth of tomorrow. It doesn't surprise me when reading what many of
Dave's students meant to them. RIP my friend.

paul dibattista - March 27, 2017 at 10:14 AM

“

What an amazing teacher and person. I was blessed to have him as my Social
Studies teacher when I was in 8th Grade so long ago. Then both my son (Brian) and
my daughter (Stephanie) were blessed to have him as their Social Studies teacher
when they reached Middle School. He will be truly missed. You certainly left your
mark, Mr. Evans.
Annette (Guerrieri) Kienzle

Annette Kienzle - March 27, 2017 at 07:02 AM

“

David- While at Arthur Rann you coined the phrase "WHERE EVERYBODY IS A
SOMEBODY" you were a somebody to everybody. RIP. GOD BLESS
Ed Logue

Ed Logue - March 27, 2017 at 06:15 AM

“

What a special friend and classmate, a devoted father, a great guy who will be
missed by all. We will hold those special memories close to our hearts and you will
never be forgotten. Bob and Vicki Long

Bob Long - March 26, 2017 at 05:54 PM

“

My condolences go out to the whole Evans Family. I had the privilege to be a student
of Mr. Evans' class before he retired. I was in his last 8th-grade class that he taught,
and he taught me a lot about life. One of my best memories from his class was when
he gave every student, including myself nicknames so he could remember us easier,
my nickname was Johnny. Mr. Evans will forever be in my memories as the best
teacher I have ever had, I have to thank him for the best school year I've had.

Giovanni Spagnoli - March 26, 2017 at 04:20 PM

“

I had Mr. Evans as a teacher in 7-8th grade at Arthur Rann School. He did a
Philisophy class that I absolutely loved, mostly because of him. I kept in touch with
him for awhile after I graduated HS but lost touch due to life. I thought about him
often over the years as recently as just last Tuesday. He touched my life and I am
thankful to have known him.
God bless the family
Sally (McCord) Lyons

Sally McCord-lyons - March 26, 2017 at 02:37 PM

“

Never will forget working with Dave at ISALY'S downtown Monessen.We had some
great laughs making those sky scraper ice cream cones.
Dave was a great friend and classmate. I'm sure he will be missed by all.

Andy Temoshenka - March 26, 2017 at 02:28 PM

“

Truly an amazing teacher, role model, and person. While in high school, I always
looked forward to his class, his humor, and his undying kind words. Thank you for
leaving your mark on my heart Mr. Evans

Tara Booker - March 26, 2017 at 01:26 PM

“

Dave Evans was a fine and very kind man who we feel privileged to have met and
gotten to know. He liked people and he made everyone he met feel welcome and
appreciated.
Our condolences to his family and to all of the organizations, students, fellow faculty
members, and everyone who had the pleasure of knowing this man. The town of
Galloway has lost a community treasure.
Bruce and Sherry Sauerwine

Sherry Sauerwine - March 26, 2017 at 01:19 PM

“

To mr Evans family I'm so sorry for your great loss ! He was the most amazing
teacher and truly cared for his students and enjoyed teaching as anyone could
clearly see . God rest your soul , you'll be missed by so many and always fondly
remembered ! He was the bulldog ! Oh and there was no putting your head down on
your desk for some zzzs in his class , that would offend him ! He made you feel like
an important person not just a student ! I called him E.T. & he called me T.E lol . We
were all so lucky to have such a man among us
God I ask you to bring comfort to
his family now , in Jesus name Amen
Christeen Chase - Luckenbach

christeen luckenbach - March 26, 2017 at 12:06 PM

“

Trustee Evans was a friend and mentor to me and my life is richer having known him.

Brittany Goldstein - March 26, 2017 at 09:43 AM

“

Our prayers & thoughts to the Evans Family.
Our son Giovanni had Mr. Evans in 2012-2013 in 8th grade for Social Studies the
year he retired. Giovanni really loved being in his class & learned a lot from him. He
was such a good teacher. R.I.P. Mr. Evans.

Maria Spagnoli - March 26, 2017 at 08:30 AM

“

I want to wish the Evans family all of my deepest condolences in this hardest time for
you. I was a student of Mr. Evans when Arthur Rann was a middle school. I had him
in 8th grade, and he was a tremendous teacher who offered me a helping hand in my
journey through difficult times in my life. My warmest thoughts go to you in this time
of loss.
Lauren Silvestro

Lauren Silvestro - March 26, 2017 at 08:29 AM

“

You taught me more than just a high school lesson: life's a comedy. Thank you, wish
you could read all these to see how much we appreciated you

parth patel - March 26, 2017 at 12:46 AM

“

Dave Evans was my history teacher many years ago in middle school. I hated going
to school at the time and his class kept me going everyday. I looked forword to going
to his class. He had a nickname for everyone. He used to call me AH. One of the
girls in my class had the last name Robinson and he would play Mrs. Robinson every
now and then and every time I hear that song I think of him. I still have the thank you
note he wrote me for Christmas. His words were so kind and honest. My prayers are
with his family.

Adrianna - March 25, 2017 at 11:19 PM

“

My favorite teacher. Mr Evans was so important to so many people. He will be
missed by so many people. He helped each and everyone of us in so many ways.
My thoughts and prayers for the Evans and Moore family. God bless you all.

Gina Procopio Savinell - March 25, 2017 at 09:37 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with you , Missy . So sorry for your loss

patti horvath lang - March 25, 2017 at 05:48 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Erin. He was a figure that loomed larger than life . A good
friend that will be sorely missed!

patti horvath lang - March 25, 2017 at 05:46 PM

“

I am grieved to learn of the passing of Mr. Evans. I was privileged to have had him
for a teacher and can't count the times over the years I have used him as an
example in conversations about what the role of a teacher should be. Mr. Evans
didn't just show up, follow a textbook, and collect a paycheck like so many teachers
unfortunately do. He taught his students how to really get their minds working and
form their own thoughts and ideas. I wish there were more out there like him. I
remember that former students would visit him all the time out of the blue. Young
people who had just finished highschool or college or starting a new family would
come to report their life progress to him. That always stuck with me as a mark of
someone who touched the lives of the people around him. The world will be a
certainly be a lesser place without David Evans. My condolences and prayers to his
family.

Devon Crosson - March 25, 2017 at 05:18 PM

“

To Evans Family: Only have the greatest memories in our hearts for David. Loved
him so much.
To Erin, you had one of the best Father's and friend. He was always so very proud of
you and loved you immensely. Saw it in the expression on his face, mentioning your
name or accomplishments. We're here for you, kiddo.
He was a wonderful brother-in-law and when you were in his heart, you knew you
were forever family. Had a nickname for each of us.
No matter how many times you'd call him.. for whatever, bump into him wherever,
he'd have the time.. or make time to yak with ya.
Of the countless times he'd pull into our driveway, unannounced there was always
the detailed info he'd remember of our last conversation. Asking about each person,
sister, brother, niece, nephew or grandkid. Uncanny how he did that! But, once you
were in David's heart, you were a treasure. And I for one, in my heart, will treasure
him always, too.
Sharing this loss with all of you..
Love, Aunt Jeannie (Benson) Sink

Jean Sink - March 25, 2017 at 03:07 PM

“

You were the best person I have ever had the pleasure of knowing, I loved seeing
you in class everyday and enjoyed being part of the pasta drives and helping others.
You were the most kind, loving, loyal, and most giving person I have ever known!!!!!
You will always be my favorite person/teacher in my life , I looked up to you like a
dad that I didn't have! You will be greatly missed! I know you are up in heaven in
God's arms. R.I.P until we meet again my friend

Tracey Steelman-Leitenberger - March 25, 2017 at 01:50 PM

“

Unfortunately I never met Mr. Evans--the outpouring from the people he touched in his life is
extraordinary especially his students !!
A wonderful man !!
God Bless!

john and dee cevoli - March 25, 2017 at 12:17 PM

“

“

That is very sweet of you
Tracey - March 26, 2017 at 05:30 PM

Mr. Evans was my favorite teacher during the short time I was at Arthur Rann. I still
have my civics certificate from his class in 1995. Thank you for making the
adjustment to a new school easier. Special K

K. Hicks - March 25, 2017 at 12:01 PM

“

Thank you Mr Evans for all your years of dedication to the students of Galloway.
Three of my four daughters, Jennifer, Elizabeth and Melissa had you as their Social
Studies teacher. Carol always felt left out. I remember hearing all about you and your
wonderful teaching. You gave each of your students a nickname that all of them
remember to this day. Your service project of collecting stamps for veterans was
continued in our home long after my youngest child left school. Melissa would leave
bags of stamps at your home for many years. May God bless you for your service to
our country and our community and the children of Galloway. Loving prayer of
comfort to your family, Mrs Helene Berchtold

Helene Berchtold - March 25, 2017 at 10:38 AM

“

Our deepest condolences to your family. We were so sorry to hear about the passing
of Mr. Evans. My daughter, Caitlyn, had him the final year he taught and she truly
enjoyed his class and everything he taught her. He was a great teacher and made a
point to find out unique things about every student. He always told her he knew
where our hometown of Belle Vernon was, but he never would tell her how. He
promised to tell her when she graduated eighth grade and he retired. Imagine our
surprise when he told her he was from Monesson. I do wish he had told us sooner
and could have shared his memories of what the valley used to be. It is a small world
and you never know who you will cross paths with and how they will enrich your life.

Cathy Fee - March 25, 2017 at 09:17 AM

“

I had the honor of being in his last Social Stuides class. I'll never forget when I told
him I was from a small town outside of Pittsburg and he said he was too, then he
asked where and I told him it was Monessen,I then asked him where he was from
and he said he would tell me at the end of the year. So as usual the year when on
and on the final day of school, during year book signing, I asked him where he was
from and he told me he was from there too. To this day he is the only person Ive ever
met from that area. In his class I was "Money" because he said I'd be making a lot of
it one day when I become famous. He was such an amazing man who never failed to
make he students giggle in every class. Mr.Evans still, and will always be, the best
teacher I ever had growing up. No amount of words could ever explain how much I
learned from him, how much of that knowledge I have used in my high school years,
and will continue to use as I grow older. Rest In Peace Mr.Evans and I send my
deeepest condolences to your family

Caitlyn Fee - March 25, 2017 at 08:46 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Dave.
He was a wonderful guy.
I remember when Dave and I would pal around together in the old monessen days.
Going to dances, chasing girls or just having a cup of coffee.
We even double dated a few times. I still remember how we laughed many times.
Although our lives separated us all these many years, our school friendship will be a
special memory.'
Joe Denti
Joe Denti - March 31, 2017 at 01:30 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Mr Evans family. He was my teacher in Chicago for two
years 1978 and 1979. The best teacher I ever had and a special person. I would love to
contact his family if anyone can pass along my email address to them jesmen6@gmail.com
Jesse Mendez
Jesse Mendez - July 08, 2018 at 12:30 AM

